The Apprentice:

First Century Leadership in a Twenty-First Century World
2 Timothy Series

Sermon 4: Amusing ourselves to death (2 Timothy 3:1-17)
1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,
4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 6They are the kind who worm
their way into homes and gain control over weak-willed women, who are loaded down with sins
and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7always learning but never able to acknowledge the
truth. 8Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth—men of
depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 9But they will not get very far
because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.
10You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love,
endurance, 11persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium
and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12In fact,
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evil men and
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14But as for you, continue in
what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you
learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Intro: Nineteen-eighty-four or Brave New World?

1. The Dark Side of culture

2. Follow the right mentors

3. The purpose of Scripture

Social critic Neil Postman contrasts the worlds of Nineteen Eighty-Four and
Brave New World in the foreword of his 1985 book Amusing Ourselves to Death:
“What Orwell feared were those who would ban books. What Huxley feared was that
there would be no reason to ban a book, for there would be no one who wanted to read
one. Orwell feared those who would deprive us of information. Huxley feared those who
would give us so much that we would be reduced to passivity and egoism. Orwell feared
that the truth would be concealed from us. Huxley feared the truth would be drowned in
a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we would become a captive culture. Huxley feared we
would become a trivial culture, preoccupied with some equivalent of the feelies, the orgy
porgy, and the centrifugal bumblepuppy. As Huxley remarked in Brave New World
Revisited, the civil libertarians and rationalists who are ever on the alert to oppose
tyranny "failed to take into account man's almost infinite appetite for distractions." In
1984, Orwell added, people are controlled by inflicting pain. In Brave New World, they
are controlled by inflicting pleasure. In short, Orwell feared that what we fear will ruin
us. Huxley feared that what we desire will ruin us.”

Bible study questions

(For personal use and use in small groups)

Why do you think Paul wants Timothy to be aware of what the last days will be like?
In what ways does is our society like the description in verses 1-5. What examples of
being lovers of ourselves and lovers of pleasure can you think of?
How might we be naïve to the way culture influences us? Are we amusing ourselves to
death?
Who is Paul referring to when he says, “Have nothing to do with them”? (vs. 5)
What is your reaction when Paul points to himself as an example? (vs 10-11)
Can you think of Christians whom you would like to imitate?
How would you feel about pointing to yourself as an example of how to live the Christian
life? Are you prepared to suffer as a Christian?
Who have you learned the Christian faith from? (vs. 14). What does it mean to for you to
remember them?
What verbs describe the purpose of Scripture? Do you read the Bible with these purposes
in mind? (vs. 15-16)
What does it mean for the Bible to be God-breathed?
How can you use the Bible more as a training manual for the Christian life?

