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STUDY 1

Matters that Matter

stating the obvious?
The prophet Ezekiel lived some 600 years before Christ. His first reported prophecy dates
to 593 BC, and his last reported prophecy dates to 571 BC. This was a time of massive
upheaval for the nation of Israel—the LORD’s chosen people.
In order to fully appreciate Ezekiel, we need to understand the situation in which he lived
and prophesied. This will require a tour of Israel’s history and mindset leading up to
Ezekiel’s ministry. We will let various parts of the Old Testament inform us about these.
As we do this, and as we study the book of Ezekiel, it is important to remember that
Ezekiel, and the people he prophesied to, lived before Christ. This may seem obvious from
what we have just said. However, this was a time when God was still in the process of
revealing himself and his purposes. Ezekiel and his contemporaries did not have the benefit
of the full revelation of God, which we now have living on this side of Jesus Christ. As such,
many of the things which Christians take for granted today (e.g., the full forgiveness of
sins, the omnipresence of God, the indwelling of God’s Holy Spirit) were not known in
Ezekiel’s day—at least not in full. Keeping this in mind will help us understand the
pressures, dilemmas and the great unknowns facing Ezekiel and his contemporaries.

a promising start
Throughout the Old Testament, the LORD makes promises to people. He does this by means
of covenants. Many people today like to think of covenants as similar to modern day
contracts. While that is true, a covenant is more than that. It is also like a constitution. It
provides a whole framework for thinking about a relationship, as well as the obligations of
the parties involved.

look closely
Read the speech of Moses in Deuteronomy 6.1–25.
1. What role do the following play in the life of Israel?
a.

The LORD God
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b.

The Commands of God

c.

The Land (of Canaan)
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think it over
2. Come up with one sentence that summarises what you found in Deuteronomy 6.

look closely
Read Moses’ directions to Israel in Deuteronomy 12.1–7.
3. What attitude is Israel to have towards forms of pagan worship?

4. What role does ‘the place that the LORD your God will choose’ play in the life of Israel?
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celebrate the love
When God created the world, he created a single humanity in his image, comprised of male
and female. The unity of male and female, which is expressed chiefly in the oneness
produced by the marriage relationship, is a fundamental expression of the image of God.
That is, just as God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit in perfect loving relationship, so the
human marriage relationship expresses the fundamental essence of God: love and otherperson-centeredness.
The nation of Israel was another means of expressing God’s image. At Mount Sinai, Israel
came together as a single redeemed community to meet in loving relationship with their
redeemer God. The LORD was not meeting with the people individually, but corporately. The
Law which the LORD delivered to the nation at Sinai was a covenant setting out how the
loving relationship between the LORD and his chosen nation could proceed.
One of the pinnacles of life under God as stipulated in the Law was Israel’s annual festivals.
These were occasions when the nation could come together at one place to celebrate the
LORD’s loving kindness towards them. They celebrated in each other’s company and in the
presence of the LORD, giving expression to their unity with each other and their God.

think it over
Read 1 Kings 8.1–5, 10–21, 65–66.

5. Why is the temple of the LORD God in Jerusalem important? How does Deuteronomy 12 (see
question 4) help us understand the temple’s importance?

a place like no other
The temple in Jerusalem was the epicentre of Israel’s life in the land. The LORD did not give
the land of Canaan to Israel simply to live in, but so that they could worship him. The
temple was the one location within the land specially chosen by the LORD to house his holy
presence (his ‘name’). It was where he could do business with humans. It was also the one
place where all Israel could gather together as one community to give full expression to
their unity with each other and their unity with the LORD. In no other place within Canaan
could Israel do this so effectively. 1 Kings 8.65–66 shows that when Solomon dedicated
the temple to the LORD, Israelites from all over the Promised Land (from Lebo-Hamath in
the far north, to the Brook of Egypt in the far south) came to celebrate with each other and
with their king in the LORD’s presence at the temple. They could not do this in any other
place. We might think of the temple, then, as the ‘marriage bed’ of God and all Israel. This
is why Psalm 89.15 can speak of those at the temple who have gathered together before
the name of the LORD ‘in festal shout’ as ‘blessed’.
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look closely
Read Psalm 89.15–37.
6. What is the relationship between God and David (and David’s offspring)? What terms are used
to describe the relationship?

think it over
7. From this passage, how would Israelites have felt towards the royal dynasty of David?

Read Psalms 46, 48 and 125.
8. What impression do these Psalms give you of Jerusalem? What impression do they give you of
other nations and their kings?

absorb the bible

9. From the passages you have looked at in this study, what are the ways in which the LORD God
dealt with his people?
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10. Come up with some simple drawings that summarise what was important to the people of
Judah in Ezekiel’s day (c. 600 BC).

11. What is your attitude to gathering at church or Bible study?

by next study

Read 2 Kings 21. How would you rate the behaviour of these kings of Judah?
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STUDY 2

The Highs and Lows

four pillars
The era of David and Solomon was the pinnacle of Israel’s history. God had established the
nation of Israel in its own land, had given the people laws by which to live in the land, and
had given them a dynasty of kings to rule them under God. When Solomon built the temple
of God in Jerusalem, Israel had a permanent place to come together as a nation and do
business with God. And so, we see the House of Israel built firmly on ‘four pillars’:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The LORD’s covenant with Israel through the Law of Moses
Israel’s possession of the Land
The LORD’s covenant with the Line of David
The LORD’s residence in the Temple at Jerusalem

1. In the diagram below, label what each of the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel stand for.

ISRAEL
1

2
3

4
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a golden era
With the four pillars mentioned above, Israel experienced a golden era—a time of great
stability and prosperity. Such was the stability of the nation at this time that the
surrounding nations looked at Israel with acclaim and admiration. Even the Queen of
Sheba came from her own country (modern day Yemen—the ends of the earth back then!)
to confirm the reports of greatness that she had been hearing. She was astounded at what
she saw and praised God for what he had done in Israel through Solomon.
How long did the golden era last?

look closely
Read Deuteronomy 17.14–20.
2. What does the Law say about what a king should and should not do in Israel?

Read 1 Kings 10.14–17, 21; 10.28 – 11.10.
3. How does Solomon go at keeping the Law?

think it over
4. How does Solomon affect the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel?
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look closely
Read 1 Kings 11.11–13.
5. What does the LORD threaten to do as a result of Solomon’s actions? What is the one factor
which holds the LORD back?

the nation splits
The LORD was true to his word and brought about a split in the kingdom of Israel after
Solomon’s death (931 BC). The northern half of the nation broke away from the line of
David, and established a new kingdom known as Israel. Its new king was Jeroboam, son
of Nebat (1 Kings 12.20). However, the southern half of the nation stayed loyal to David’s
line and was known as the kingdom of Judah. Their king was Rehoboam, son of Solomon.

6. On the map below, mark the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah. In which of the two kingdoms
is the temple of the LORD situated?
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places of worship
Jeroboam became king of Israel in the north. 1 Kings 12 tells us that he faced a dilemma.
Since the temple of the LORD was in Jerusalem—in the kingdom of Judah—Jeroboam feared
that his subjects would travel across the border to Jerusalem in order to worship God at his
temple. Jeroboam feared that if this happened he would lose his kingdom, and the nation
would unite under the Davidic king in Jerusalem again. To prevent this from happening,
Jeroboam built two shrines at which his subjects could worship: one at Bethel and one in
Dan (see previous map).

think it over
7. What effect does Jeroboam have on the ‘four pillars’ of the (northern) house of Israel?

apostasy
The word ‘apostasy’ means the breaking of a religious commitment. The northern kingdom
of Israel was very much guilty of apostasy: they broke away from their commitment to the
God who had blessed them so generously. They abandoned the Law, they rejected the line
of David, and they turned away from the temple at Jerusalem. Three of the ‘four pillars’
were broken, and the House of Israel in the north was in danger of total collapse. The one
pillar left to the north was the land—they were still living in the land that God had given
them. This meant that they still had the opportunity to repent—turn back to the LORD and
gather together before him in humility. Yet, even though the LORD sent a series of prophets
to warn them (e.g., Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea), they refused to turn back to the LORD.
The Bible condemns every single king of the northern kingdom for apostasy. In the face of
such blatant rebellion, the LORD had no choice but to act.

look closely
Read 2 Kings 17.1–8; 13–24.
8. What happened to the northern kingdom of Israel during the reign of their king Hoshea?
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a house in ruin
The people of the northern kingdom (Israel) were deported from their land by the mighty
superpower of Assyria. This happened in 722 BC. The final pillar of its house was broken,
and the kingdom collapsed into utter ruin. God finally took away their privilege of gathering
together under his sovereign care.
The Assyrians settled foreign peoples in the land instead of the Israelites. These new
gentile peoples intermarried with the few Israelites who were left and a new hybrid race
appeared. Over time, they tried to adopt the Law of God as their own. However, they made
changes to the Law and refused to go to Jerusalem to worship God. This hybrid people
came to be known as the ‘Samaritans’. They are still around today. They live in two small
communities in the West Bank, and they number less than 700 people.

Northern Kingdom

ISRAEL
3

2

4

722

BC

jerusalem defended
While Assyria took over the northern kingdom of Israel, God allowed the southern kingdom
of Judah to continue under the kings of David’s line. Just twenty years after Israel was
destroyed, the Assyrian king Sennacherib marched against Judah and the righteous King
Hezekiah (701 BC). However, God came to Hezekiah’s rescue: the angel of the LORD
decimated the Assyrians’ army before they could capture Jerusalem, forcing them to
retreat back to Assyria (2 Kings 19.35–36). Here was evidence that the LORD would defend
his holy temple in Jerusalem. It seemed that the LORD would guarantee Judah’s security.
At this point, there is a confusing factor to deal with. Since Assyria wiped the northern
kingdom of Israel off the map, the name ‘Israel’ reverted back to the people of Judah. This
means that the people of Judah were now known by two names: Judah and also Israel.
When Hezekiah died, his young son Manasseh came to the throne in Jerusalem.
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Left: A bas-relief carving from the wall of an
Assyrian palace. It depicts the siege of a city
by the Assyrian army, the scaling of the city
walls, and the deportation of the city’s
citizens. The Assyrian soldiers are pushing
the captives along, even physically abusing
some of them (lower left). One man being
deported appears to be verbally abusing his
Assyrian captor (lower right). The citizens
are carrying what little possessions they still
have in small sacks. Some have no
possessions at all.

Below: A bas-relief carving from the palace
of Sargon II, the Assyrian king who
completed the siege of Samaria and the exile
of the northern kingdom of Israel. This relief
shows soldiers surrendering with their entire
families to the Assyrian forces. They are
evidently expecting to be deported, hence
their possessions are packed. Note the baby
being carried by its mother (centre) and the
young boy leading a loaded donkey (right).
Source: Carla Archer, The Assyrian Empire.
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think it over
Read 2 Kings 21.1–15
9. What effect does Manasseh have over the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah? How does the
LORD respond?

10. Is the LORD going back on his commitment to Judah?

Close-up of a damaged signatory seal
belonging to the mayor of Jerusalem during
the reign of King Manasseh (686–642 BC).
The figure at left appears facing the figure
of the mayor (not shown here) and,
therefore, is most probably a depiction of
King Manasseh.
Source: John Rogerson, Chronicle of the Old Testament Kings.

kings’ business
Manasseh was the epitome of the unfaithful king. Although there had been wicked kings in
Judah before him, he took the cake! Unfortunately, he wasn’t the last either. His son,
Amon, was also wicked.
However, Manasseh’s grandson, Josiah, came to the throne at the age of 8. When he was
26 years of age, he began sweeping reforms in Judah to undo all that his wicked
grandfather had done. These reforms were aimed at re-establishing God’s Law throughout
Judah and purifying the temple in Jerusalem from pagan worship. The Bible praises Josiah
as the most faithful king of the line of David (2 Kings 23.25).
Josiah, though, died in battle. In the end, his reforms were not enough to prevent the rot
that had set into Judah. His son, Jehoahaz, reigned wickedly for 3 months before the
Egyptian Pharaoh Neco (who had killed Josiah) deported him to Egypt. Neco placed another
of Josiah’s sons of the throne, giving him the name Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23.33–34).
Jehoiakim was wicked, too.
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change of the guard
At about this time (the end of the 7th century BC), there was a change of the guard in
international politics. Previously, the two major superpowers of the ancient world were
Assyria and Egypt. These two mighty nations were great enemies. However, now Assyria’s
power was beginning to wane.
This coincided with the rise of a new superpower—Babylon. Before long, Babylon began
taking Assyria’s territory. It soon became clear that both Assyria and Egypt were in danger
of being overrun by Babylon. So, the two former enemies joined forces to oppose Babylon.
In 605 BC, Babylon defeated the Assyrian-Egyptian alliance. This made Babylon the
undisputed new superpower. Even Judah came under Babylon’s sphere of influence. The
new Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, demanded compliance to his ways.
Jehoiakim, however, rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.

look closely
Read 2 Kings 23.36 – 24.17.
11. What did Nebuchadnezzar do?

in their own words
After a brief siege, Jerusalem surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC. A clay tablet from
the royal archives of ancient Babylon records the event in summary fashion:
The seventh year [of Nebuchadnezzar]: In the month Kislev, the King of Akkad
[i.e., Babylonia] mustered his army and marched to Hattu [i.e., Syria-Palestine].
He encamped against the city of Judah and on the second day of the month Adar
he captured the city and seized its king. A king of his own choice he appointed in
the city and taking vast tribute he brought it into Babylon.
(Chronicle 5)
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Above Left: The fragment of a clay tablet from the royal archives in Babylon,
dating to 594 BC, which documents Nebuchadnezzar’s defeat of Assyria and
Egypt in 605 BC, Jerusalem’s surrender to the Babylonians on March 16, 597 BC,
the installation of Zedekiah as the new King of Judah, and the deportation of
Judeans to Babylon. One of these deported Judeans was the prophet Ezekiel.
Above Right: Fragments of another clay tablet from Babylon’s royal archive
which names Jehoiachin, the deposed King of Judah, and his sons as prisoners
receiving rations. This tablet dates to 593 BC—the same year Ezekiel received his
first vision.
Source: The Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Part 1, p.169; Part 2, p.738.
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Timeline: Persons and events in the history of Israel and Judah
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think it over
12. What impact would these events have had on the people of Judah? Why?

13. At this point in time (597

BC),

how are the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah looking?

absorb the bible

14. How does sin affect the relationship between God and humanity?

15. What type of sin is particularly on view in the history of Israel we have just looked at? How is
this type of sin viewed by people today?

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY

16. In light of this, what message do Christians today have for the world?

by next study

Read Ezekiel 1. What impression of God does this give you?
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STUDY 3

What a Presence Presents

who would have thought…
In 597 BC, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem. The 18-year-old King
Jehoiachin of Judah had been on the throne for only 3 months before he surrendered to
Nebuchadnezzar. As punishment, Nebuchadnezzar took him prisoner to Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar also deported a whole class of nobles and elite citizens. He also raided the
temple of the LORD in Jerusalem, taking back to Babylon some of the vessels used for
priestly duties, sacrifices, festivals, and the upkeep of the temple.
Considering the confidence which the people of Judah expressed in the temple and in the
royal line of David, the events of 597 BC would have been a crushing blow. Who would
have thought that the invincible temple of the LORD—God’s chosen site—could be overrun
by pagans? Who would have thought that the line of David—God’s chosen kings—could be
tampered with by a foreign power?
Despite these events, the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem was still standing and operating,
and a Davidic king sat on the throne—Zedekiah, son of Josiah (the uncle of the imprisoned
King Jehoiachin). The ‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah had major cracks in them, but the
House was still standing.
While King Jehoiachin was imprisoned in Babylon, many of the Judean exiles were deported
to the districts around the city of Babylon. These districts were built around an intricate
network of canals which irrigated the desert lands around the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.
One such canal was the Chebar canal, about 60km south of Babylon, near the city of
Nippur. And beside the canal was a small village known as Tel-Abib.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 1.1–3.
1. Who is Ezekiel? What does his job description mean?

2. Who is Ezekiel with? How have they all come to be in Babylonia (‘the land of the Chaldeans’)?

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY
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© George Athas

Map: In 597 BC, Nebuchadnezzar deported a group of elite citizens from Jerusalem in Judah to the
districts near his imperial capital, Babylon. Ezekiel was with a group which settled in a village
called Tel-Abib along the Chebar canal, situated just outside the city of Nippur.

think it over
3. How would Ezekiel and the exiles have felt at this time, five years after their deportation to
Babylon? How would they have viewed their past? Their present? Their future? Their
countrymen back in Judah?

4. How do you think the exiles felt about Ezekiel the priest?
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in a perpetual state
The reference to ‘the thirtieth year’ in Ezekiel 1.1 has puzzled people for centuries. If we
count back from 593 BC (the ‘thirtieth year’) we come to the year 623 BC. This was the year
when God’s Law was rediscovered in the temple. It had evidently fallen into disuse. That
same year, the righteous King Josiah reformed the nation of Judah in accordance with the
Law. It was a momentous year of godly change which was unfortunately undone by
Josiah’s successors.
The thirtieth year may also refer to Ezekiel’s age. If this is correct, then it is quite
significant, for a priest was able to begin serving at the temple when he turned thirty (see
Numbers 4.46–48). It also means that Ezekiel received his first prophetic vision at the age
when he would have begun his priestly duties.
However, Ezekiel was nowhere near the temple. So, he was unable to perform his Godgiven ancestral right at the altar of the LORD. Instead, Ezekiel was living in an unclean land
with unclean people who did not worship the LORD. And since he and the community of
exiles had no access to the LORD’s temple in Jerusalem, they had no means by which to
gather together in the LORD’s presence, or to make the regulation sacrifices for sins and
ritual purity. As a result, Ezekiel and the exiles were living in a perpetual state of sin and
impurity.

a theological compass
When people talk about politics today, they often refer to a political spectrum. You will hear
about the political ‘left’ (radicals) and the political ‘right’ (conservatives). The Old
Testament has something similar, but it’s not about politics—it’s about attitude to God. It’s
a ‘theological compass’.
The theological ‘north’ refers to those who are opposed to the LORD, his temple in
Jerusalem, and his chosen line of David. We might say that the theological ‘north’ was
made up of the LORD’s radical enemies. On the other hand, the theological ‘south’ refers to
those who are closely allied to the LORD and his temple in Jerusalem—the LORD’s faithful
devotees.
This theological compass probably came about because all the enemies of the LORD seemed
either to be north of Judah, or to have approached Judah from a northerly direction.
Perhaps the biggest culprit in creating this ‘evil north’ was the northern kingdom of Israel,
which had broken away from the royal line of David and the temple in Jerusalem.
Furthermore, the Assyrians and the Babylonians always approached Judah from the north.

Against the LORD
North

The
Theological
Compass

South
For the LORD
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look closely
Read about Solomon’s dedication of the LORD’s temple in 1 Kings 8.6–14.
Then read Ezekiel 1.4 – 2.2
5. What is at the centre of Ezekiel’s vision?

6. List the items in this vision which Ezekiel calls an ‘image’ or ‘appearance’. Then list any items
which are ‘solid’—that is, which are not called an ‘image’ or ‘appearance’.
‘Image’ or ‘Appearance’

7. From which direction does this vision come? (1.4)

Solid
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think it over
8. Considering the ‘theological compass’, what is unusual about this direction? What does it tell us
about God’s relationship to his temple in Jerusalem?

9. What does the list in Q.6 tell you about the focus of this vision?

10. Although Ezekiel is frightened by this vision, is there any reason for him to draw comfort from
it? At this stage, what problems might this vision raise?

presenting problems
This vision presented the LORD as supremely free and mobile. The wheels of his heavenly
chariot did not even need to move in order to change direction, for the Spirit moved them
effortlessly wherever the LORD wanted to go.
While a vision of the LORD’s glorious presence may have been of some comfort to Ezekiel in
Babylon, it must also have presented a massive crisis: What has happened to the LORD’s
commitment to his own temple? Since the day that Solomon dedicated the temple in
Jerusalem, the LORD’s presence resided there in the innermost chamber—the Holy of
Holies. Now, the LORD’s presence appears on the move, riding a chariot of four living
creatures. Is this the beginning of something new, or is it just the end? Is the LORD going
to move on from Judah? What does this mean for the House of Judah/Israel?
This vision must have shaken Ezekiel to the core, not just because of
images, but because of the shockwaves to his faith. He must have been all
before the awesome ‘appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD’ he
of man’—a mere mortal. And what answers could a mere ‘son of man’ have
rattling problems?

its astonishing
too aware that
was just a ‘son
for these faith-

Ironically, the most ‘solid’ thing in the vision cannot be seen: the voice of the LORD. It now
comes to the fore.

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY
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look closely
Read Ezekiel 2.3 – 3.15.
11. How does the LORD describe the House of Israel? What have they done?

12. What instructions does the LORD give to Ezekiel?

13. What kind of reception is Ezekiel to expect from his fellow countrymen in exile?

A coin from Judah minted c. 370 BC. It depicts the LORD
with a beard and seated on a winged throne with wheels.
He appears to be holding an eagle in his hand. Around his
face are three letters which make up the name ‘Yehud’ (the
name of the Persian province of Judah). Since the governor
who issued it (Bagohi) was a worshipper of pagan gods, it
is difficult to tell whether the LORD was being portrayed in
the form of the Greek god Zeus, or whether the image was
inspired in some way by the book of Ezekiel. In any case,
the image on the coin breaks the Second Commandment
which prohibits images of the LORD.
Source: The Triumph of Elohim: From Yahwisms to Judaisms (Ed. D. V. Edelman), p.225.

think it over
14. What is the significance of the scroll? What is significant about Ezekiel eating it? (3.10–11)
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catching wind of something
In Hebrew, the word for ‘spirit’ (rûahi) is also the word for ‘wind’ and ‘breath’. The Book of
Ezekiel, which was originally written in Hebrew, makes continuous plays on this word.
Essentially, the Hebrew word refers to something which cannot be seen, yet can still be
perceived as it moves around of its own accord. It also moves and even animates other
things.
Throughout the Book of Ezekiel, the wind/spirit/breath is a symbol of the absolute freedom
and sovereignty of God. This opening vision begins with Ezekiel seeing a stormy wind
coming from the north (1.4). The LORD’s presence comes from an unexpected direction.
Yet, the wind and the spirit (1.12) are moving about freely, showing that the LORD is freely
moving wherever he wills to go. He is not ‘house-bound’ to his temple at Jerusalem, as the
people of Judah might think he is.
Moreover, when this vision confronts Ezekiel, he falls to the ground (1.28). Though the
LORD tells him to stand, it takes the spirit to set him on his feet. In fact, Ezekiel cannot do
anything without the prompting of the LORD and his spirit. This alerts us to the LORD’s
absolute sovereignty—absolutely nothing occurs without his prior will and prompting.
So whenever we come across the words ‘spirit’, ‘wind’ or ‘breath’, we should remember
that they are all conveying the same basic idea. This will help us appreciate the richness of
what the Book of Ezekiel (and the rest of the Old Testament) is saying.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 3.16–27.
15. What job does the LORD now give Ezekiel? What does this involve?

16. Will Ezekiel be able to perform his God-given job at his own leisure? (3.26–27)

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY
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absorb the bible

17. What does this vision tell us about the difference between seeing God and hearing God? (see
also Deuteronomy 6.4 and Luke 16.19–31)? How would you answer someone who said, ‘Seeing
is believing’?

18. If God makes covenants (committed promises), can he be truly free to do as he likes? Is he
not under obligation?

by next study

Complete Questions 1–4 in Study 4.
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STUDY 4

Gone with the Wind

flashback
Ezekiel’s first vision (31 July, 593 BC) was of the ‘appearance of the likeness of the glory of
the LORD’ coming to him while in exile in Babylon. It raised all sorts of questions as to how
and why the glorious presence of the LORD has made its way to Babylon, and is no longer
in the temple at Jerusalem.
We turn now to a vision which Ezekiel experiences on 18 September, 592 BC. This vision
takes Ezekiel on a flashback journey to answer some of the questions raised by the first
vision. But before we look at Ezekiel’s next vision, we need to take a look at some things
which the LORD had said in the Law he gave to Israel via Moses.

look closely
1. Read the following passages from the Law. What commands and conditions are given to Israel?
a.

Deuteronomy 4.15–20, 25–28

b.

Deuteronomy 5.6–10.

c.

Deuteronomy 13.6–11.

d.

Deuteronomy 17.2–7.

Read Ezekiel 8.1–4.
2. Who or what appears to Ezekiel?
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Above: Artist’s reconstruction of how the temple built by Solomon in Jerusalem would have looked.

3. To where is Ezekiel taken?

4. What is the first thing that Ezekiel sees in the LORD’s temple at Jerusalem (1.3)? What is the
second thing that Ezekiel sees in the Jerusalem temple (1.4)?

Read Ezekiel 8.5–18.
5. What effect are the various idolatries in the temple having? (8.6, 17)
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idol practises
As Ezekiel is shown the various abominations within the temple courts, it becomes evident
that the religious beliefs and rituals of the temple have been influenced by Babylonian
religion. The engravings on the walls (8.10) are reminiscent of engravings that were on the
walls along the main boulevard of Babylon (see below). Similarly, the women at the north
gate of the temple (8.14) are weeping for Tammuz—a Babylonian god depicted as a young
man. His mythical premature death was commemorated in Babylon with mourning at the
end of every summer (June-July), making him the Babylonian equivalent of the Greek god
Adonis, and the Egyptian god Osiris. Sun-worship was common throughout the ancient
world. Here in Ezekiel 8, it is unclear whether the men are worshiping the sun itself, or an
image of the sun placed at the East Gate (see 2 Kings 23.11; Jeremiah 8.2). In any case,
these seventy men are the seventy elders of Israel. According to Numbers 11.16–30, these
men were to be full of the LORD’s Spirit so as to govern the people of Israel. Yet Ezekiel
sees them here revering the sun, rather than the LORD.
It is clear from these abominations which Ezekiel observes that Israel’s commitment to the
LORD was waning. They were worshiping other gods on the grounds of the LORD’s own
House. And it seems that the closer Ezekiel got to the actual temple building, the worse the
idolatry became.

think it over
6. At each stage of the vision thus far, Ezekiel is told that he will see ‘still greater abominations’.
How does each abomination get worse? (Use the diagram of Ezekiel’s tour as an aid.)

7. In light of the passages from Deuteronomy, what should we expect to happen now?

look closely
Read Ezekiel 9.1–11.
8. Whom does the LORD call for (9.1)?

9. To where does the glory of the LORD now move? What does this mean?
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Above: Ezekiel’s tour of the LORD’s Temple at Jerusalem (chs 8–11)

10. What do the actions of the man clothed in linen achieve? Who is affected?

11. What is the LORD’s verdict for the House of Israel and Judah?

12. What have the people been saying (9.9)? Are they right in any way?
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Engraved images that once lined the Processional
Way, the main boulevard of Babylon. These reliefs are
made from embossed coloured tiles, dating to the time
of Ezekiel (c.600 BC). Here we see a lion (top left), a
young bull (top right), and a mythical beast (left) with
a snake-like head and tail, scaly body, lion’s paws at
the front, and eagle’s feet at the back. They are
probably similar to the engraved images which Ezekiel
saw along the walls of the courtyards in the House of
the LORD (Ezek 8.10).
Today, these images are housed in the Istanbul
Museum.
Source: Holy Land Photos (www.holylandphoto.com)

the sentence of death
In the Law, the LORD called upon the Israelites to purge evil from among them (Deut 13.5;
17.7). The worst of all evils was idolatry. Yet in this vision, Ezekiel sees nothing but
idolatrous activity within the confines of the LORD’s own temple!
The Book of the Law stated that if someone in Israel led other Israelites into idolatry, their
fellow countrymen were to stone them to death: ‘You shall not yield to him or listen to him,
nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. But you
shall kill him’ (Deut 13.8–9). With the exception of a small few, it appears that the whole
population of Jerusalem is engaged in idolatry. There appear to be no righteous Israelite
leaders left who are able to carry out the death sentence. In response, the hammer of the
LORD’s justice falls and he calls for the execution of Jerusalem’s population, from old men
to babes in arms. Through his personal executioners, the LORD himself carries out the
death sentence prescribed in his Law: ‘My eye will not spare, nor will I have pity’ (Ezek
9.10).
At the time Ezekiel receives this vision (592 BC), Jerusalem is still operating as a city. So
we realise that the execution has not yet transpired in real time. Thus, while the first part
of Ezekiel’s vision looks back in time (ch. 8), this second part looks forward (ch. 9) to a
time of slaughter. It also raises the question as to whom the LORD will use in real time to
carry out the execution of Jerusalem’s idolatrous population.
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Read Ezekiel 10.1–20.
13. What will be the result of the actions of the man clothed in linen?

14. To where does the glory of the LORD now move? (10.18–19)

Read Ezekiel 11.1–13.

a question for the translation
In Ezekiel 11.3, the LORD quotes the two princes, Jaazaniah and Pelatiah. English
translations differ as to whether this is a plain sentence (‘The time is not near to build
houses’ [cf. ESV, NKJV]) or a question (‘Is not the time near to build houses?’ [cf. NASB, NIV]).
The Hebrew can be read both ways. So we have to look at the wider context to decide the
issue.
It is clear that the two princes are being smug about their security within Jerusalem. They
seem totally oblivious to the oncoming catastrophe. They claim that Jerusalem is keeping
them safe and sound, just like choice cuts of meat being preserved in a sturdy pot (the
same imagery is used in ch. 24). The connotation is that those like Ezekiel who have been
exiled to Babylon are like unwanted off-cuts that have been discarded.
Since the princes are boasting about their security, it seems apt that they would also talk
about engaging in building houses. They are talking about construction, rather than
destruction. It seems best, then, to take the quote as a question: ‘Is not the time near to
build houses?’ The LORD, though, is talking destruction.

15. How is the blessing of gathering revoked from the remnant population in Jerusalem?

16. What problem can Ezekiel see resulting from the LORD’s actions? (11.13)
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think it over
17. What is the phrase ‘and you shall know that I am the LORD’ (11.12) all about? Think about
what has occurred in the vision so far, and where it has occurred.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 11.14–25.
18. Who are the two groups of Israelites about whom the LORD is talking?

19. How is the blessing of gathering given again? To whom is this blessing given?

20. To where does the glory of the LORD now move? (11.22–23)

think it over
21. Which group of people does the LORD call ‘the whole house of Israel’ (11.15)? What is the
‘whole’ significance of this statement?

22. What does the movement of the glory of the LORD throughout this vision suggest?
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Above: The view today from the Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives—the mountain east of
Jerusalem.
Source: Carl Rasmussen, Zondervan NIV Atlas of the Bible.

23. How do the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah/Israel now look?

24. What questions might this vision answer for Ezekiel? What further questions does it raise?

absorb the bible

25. How does the biblical concept of jealousy differ from today’s popular perception of jealousy?
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26. Through history some people have claimed that the God of the Old Testament is not the same
as the God of the New Testament. How might people get this impression from Ezekiel 8–11?
How would you respond?

double vision
In this vision, we see the LORD condemn the leadership of Israel on the temple grounds.
We then see the LORD’s presence exit the temple grounds and come to rest on the Mount of
Olives, east of Jerusalem. Thus, the LORD leaves his own house, and leaves the city open to
destruction.
During the week before his crucifixion, Jesus entered the temple grounds in Jerusalem and
also condemned Israel’s leadership (Matt 21.12 – 23.29). After doing so, he exited the
temple grounds saying, “See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not
see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’” (Matt
23.38–39). When Jesus leaves the temple, he comes to sit on the Mount of Olives, east of
the city, (Matt 24.3) and tells his disciples about the future destruction of the temple.
It is as though we have double vision, seeing both the LORD in Ezekiel and Jesus in
Matthew’s Gospel moving and doing the same things. Interestingly, Jesus never again
entered the temple of Jerusalem to signal its restoration. Instead, through his Holy Spirit,
he entered the new temple: his body, the Church—that gathering of people who do
proclaim, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD’.

by next study

Read Ezekiel 13–14.
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STUDY 5

What a Drama!

that’s not entertainment
The LORD gets Ezekiel to perform a number of oracles, some of which are quite strange
indeed. These performances are a bit like street theatre: unusual routines which are meant
to attract attention. However, Ezekiel does not do them simply for entertainment value—he
is discharging his prophetic call and delivering the Word of the LORD to the exiles in
Babylon.

look closely

1. Act out the following oracles which Ezekiel performs at the LORD’s command (preferably with
the aid of props). Explain what each oracle is about.
a.

Ezekiel 4.1–17

b.

Ezekiel 5.1–17

c.

Ezekiel 12.1–20

think it over
2. Considering whom these oracles are about, why is Ezekiel performing them in front of the
exiles in Babylon? What message is the LORD conveying to them?
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3. How do the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah/Israel look after these performed oracles?

look closely
Read Deuteronomy 12.1–7.
4. How did the LORD command Israel to treat the places of worship they found when they first
entered the Promised Land?

Read Ezekiel 6.1–14.
5. To whom is this prophecy addressed?

6. What is the outcome of this prophecy? (6.10)

think it over
7. How does this prophecy relate to the commands in Deuteronomy 12? How does it relate to the
‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah/Israel?

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY

CITY VIEWS / 37

look closely
Read Ezekiel 7.23–27.
8. What crimes are listed here? Who has committed them?

9. What principles does the LORD employ in his judgement?

10. What is the outcome of this prophecy?

Read Ezekiel 14.12–23.
11. Divide this passage up into its five basic sections.

think it over
12. Based on this structure, what is the essential argument that the LORD is employing?
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three wise men
In Ezekiel 14.12–23, the LORD consistently refers to three men as paragons of
righteousness: Noah, Daniel, and Job. Noah was the blameless wise man whom the LORD
saved from the floods of judgement, along with his sons and their wives (Gen 6–9). Job
was a righteous man from the land of Uz, who would regularly intercede for his children, in
case they had cursed God in their hearts (Job 1.5). And despite terrible suffering, including
the death of his children, he refused to curse the LORD. He remained loyal to God, even
though he could not explain why he was suffering, and lived to father new children.
You might be surprised to learn that the figure of Daniel here is probably not the figure
whom we know from the Book of Daniel. That Daniel was a younger contemporary of
Ezekiel, whose Hebrew name was spelled differently to the name given here in Ezekiel. The
Daniel (or Dan’el) mentioned here (Ezek 14.14, 20; also in 28.3) was probably an ancient
king known from other ancient sources. He was characterised as a ruler who always
defended the cause of the poor and needy, and who prayed for a son in order to have an
heir. He was indeed given an heir, but only to see his son murdered. The rest of the story
of this Daniel is fragmentary and reeks of legend, but the fragments suggest that he was
given another son as his heir.
Despite the legendary nature of the story, it is likely that the Israelites knew the traditions
about this Daniel well, and the LORD exploited them to make his point here. This being the
case, all three of these righteous men were gentiles who were close to God and who,
despite hardship, had offspring to survive them.
The point that the LORD is making here is that if these three wise men were living in Israel,
then contrary to the traditions about them, none of their offspring would survive the
coming calamity. Such is the resolve of the LORD to bring his judgement on the land of
Israel that nothing will sway him from it. Not even the beloved traditions of Israel, which
might have given them cause for hope, can be invoked as a source of comfort. The future
is resolutely bleak.

A portion of the text known as the Legend of Aqhat,
which tells the story of a tragic figure, Aqhat, son of
the legendary ancient king, Daniel. This is probably
the Daniel to whom Ezekiel refers (14.14, 20; 28.3),
rather than the Daniel known from the Book of
Daniel. This clay tablet was written around 1400 BC.
It was discovered in 1927 during excavations at the
ruins of ancient Ugarit on the north coast of Syria. It
is written in the local ‘Ugaritic’ language (related to
Hebrew), which had its own cuneiform script.
Source: J. B. Pritchard (ed.), The Ancient Near East. Vol. 1., fig. 68.
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look closely
13. What will happen to the survivors? What effect will this have on those already in exile with
Ezekiel?

absorb the bible

14. How should Christians respond when they learn of tragedies and disasters? (Consider Luke
13.1–5 for starters.)

15. Is God tolerant or intolerant? Does Ezekiel have anything to say to the world on the issue of
tolerance?

by next study

Read Ezekiel 19.
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STUDY 6

Crude Tales

packing a punch
We have already seen how the LORD made Ezekiel use theatrical techniques to convey his
Word to the exiles in Babylon. He also made Ezekiel use parables—short stories which
packed a punch. We now turn to consider a few of these, and see what the LORD was
saying through his prophet at this critical time.

the vine and the divine
One of the images used throughout the Bible as a symbol of divine favour is the vine. The
great picture of security and prosperity in the Old Testament is of the Israelite sitting
under his own vine and fig tree (see 1 Kgs 4.25; Isa 36.16; Mic 4.4; Zech 3.10). The
destruction of vines is an image portraying the loss of security (see Ps 78.47; 105.33; Joel
1.7, 12).
The nation of Israel is often described as a vine or vineyard which the LORD himself planted
(see Ps 80.8; Isa 5.1–2; Hos 10.1; cf. 2 Sam 7.10). The image is intended to emphasise
the LORD’s election (his personal choice) of Israel, his painstaking care over it, as well as
the security and prosperity which Israel enjoyed as a result. It is a fertile image of the
divine favour experienced by the chosen nation of Israel.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 15.1–8.
1. Draw a picture of the image which the LORD uses to describe Jerusalem.
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2. What does the LORD say he will do? What will be the result of this?

think it over
3. In what ways does Ezekiel redevelop the popular biblical image of Israel as the vine?

4. Is Ezekiel denying that the LORD has elected the nation of Israel (especially Jerusalem)?
Explain.

Read John 15.1–8.
5. In what ways does Jesus redevelop the image of the vine? What points is he making?

look closely
6. Read the following two chapters which each contain a parable within them. Divide each chapter
into its progressive stages and logical units. Summarise each stage/unit in one or two
sentences. Note who is addressed, and what tone of voice is being employed (e.g., neutral,
gentle, loving, hurt, vindictive, etc.).
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Ezekiel 16.1–63
Addressed to:
Stage

Verses

Summary

Tone of Voice

Summary

Tone of Voice

Ezekiel 23.1–49
Addressed to:
Stage

Verses
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Jewellery from the tomb of the Sumerian
Queen Puabi (c.2500 BC), located amongst
the ruins of Ur (Southern Iraq). These
necklaces, bracelets and armlets are made
of gold, lapis lazuli, and carnelian. In the
parable of Ezekiel 16, the LORD describes
how he adorned his young bride,
Jerusalem, with bracelets and necklaces
(16.11).
Source: The Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Part 2, p.782.

think it over
7. What is the function of these two parables? What do they achieve within their respective
chapters?

8. What role does Samaria play in these parables?

9. Whom does the LORD use to enact his judgement?

10. From these two chapters, how would you describe the relationship between the LORD and
Jerusalem?
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11. How does the future of Jerusalem look?

Read Revelation 21.1–8.
12. At what time is this passage set? How does the passage compare with the two parables in
Ezekiel 16 and 23?

look closely
Read Ezekiel 22.17–31.
13. What has happened to the Law in Israel?

think it over
14. Which of the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel/Judah is particularly affected by this oracle?
How does the house now look?
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absorb the bible

15. What is the relationship between election (being chosen by God) and obedience? Consider
Ephesians 1.3–6; Romans 6.16–18; 9.10–16.

by next study

Read Ezekiel 21, 22, 33.1–20.
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STUDY 7

Lord of the Kings

a king of promise
While we have been studying Ezekiel, we have been looking at the four pillars of the House
of Israel. One of these four pillars was the king of the line of David. At this stage of
Ezekiel’s ministry, the king in Jerusalem is Zedekiah. However, although he is of the line of
David, he had been placed on the throne by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, who had deposed
the previous Davidic king, Jehoiachin. As such, Zedekiah was the Babylonians’ puppet king.
Nevertheless, despite all the politics, Jerusalem still had a descendant of David on the
throne. The LORD was being faithful to his promise made to David that he would always
have one of his descendants sitting on the throne (see 2 Sam 7.11b–16). Zedekiah was still
a ‘king of promise’, and therefore a source of security to the people of Judah.
Enter the prophet Ezekiel with a fable.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 17.1–21.
1. Use the passage and the chart below to identify the following characters in the fable.

a.

The first great eagle

b.

The second great eagle

c.

The cedar

d.

The topmost twig of the cedar

e.

The seed of the land
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1
Josiah was a righteous king who
reformed the nation in
accordance with the Law.

JOSIAH
640–609 BC
2
When Josiah died, his son
Jehoahaz became king. He
reigned for 3 months before
Pharaoh Neco of Egypt deposed
him and installed his brother
Eliakim on the throne.

Johanan

JEHOIAKIM

ZEDEKIAH

JEHOAHAZ

(1 Chr 3.15)

(Eliakim)
609–598 BC

(Mattaniah)
597–587 BC

(Shallum)
609 BC

3

5
Eliakim was renamed
Jehoiakim by Pharoah
Neco. He was a
wicked king who
reigned for 11 years.

JEHOIACHIN

Mattaniah was renamed Zedekiah by
Nebuchadnezzar. He became a vassal of the
Babylonians. He was not really considered the
legitimate king of Judah so long as his nephew
Jehoiachin was still alive, albeit in a Babylonian
prison. Zedekiah was king of Judah at the
beginning of Ezekiel’s ministry.

(Jeconiah)

598–597 BC
4
Jehoiachin was on the throne only 3 months
before he surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar,
who deported him as a prisoner to Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar then installed Jehoiachin’s
uncle, Mattaniah, on the throne.

Shealtiel

Shenazzar

Chart: The generations of the Davidic kings of Judah from 640–586 BC.

think it over
2. How does the status of King Zedekiah change during the course of the fable?

3. Zedekiah tries to liberate himself and Judah from Babylonian mastery by looking to Egypt for
supplies. Why should the LORD be so upset at this?
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In ancient times, the cedar of Lebanon was prized for the quality of its wood, much as
it is today. It was a symbol of grandeur and strength. In Ezekiel 17, the LORD likens
Jehoiachin, the Davidic king whom Nebuchadnezzar deposed, to the topmost twig of
the cedar which the eagle plucked and carried away.
Source: The Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Part 3, p.1588.

4. What is the role of the Babylonians throughout this passage? What is the role of the LORD?

5. What problems does this passage raise for the LORD’s promise to David (2 Sam 7.11b–16)?

6. Which of the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Judah/Israel are affected by this fable and its
explanation? How does the House now look?
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look closely
Read Ezekiel 17.22–24.
7. How is this new ‘sprig’ characterised in the conclusion to the fable?

think it over
8. What is ‘the mountain height of Israel’? (see also Ezekiel 20.40)

9. How does this conclusion to the fable relate to the LORD’s promise to David?

a fabulous family tree
The fable in Ezekiel 17 ends with the ‘fabulous’ picture of a cosmic tree which provides
security to every type of bird. This final picture shows that the LORD is not abandoning his
commitment to the Davidic family tree. However, it does show that the LORD is about to do
something new. Through all the gloom that appears to be ahead for Jerusalem (and
especially for King Zedekiah), there is a shaft of light which shines through. The Davidic
dynasty will start afresh.

Read Romans 1.1–6.
10. How does the opening to Paul’s letter relate to Ezekiel 17? Where does the Apostle Paul stand
in this relationship?
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ties that bind
Ezekiel 17 shows us that the destiny of the LORD’s chosen people is completely tied up with
its leaders, especially its chosen Davidic king (see 17.21). This is how the biblical concept
of election works: the destiny of the corporate body is inextricably tied to the destiny of
the LORD’s chosen one(s).
Chapters 17 and 19 of Ezekiel are both about the fate of Israel’s leaders. Sandwiched
between them is chapter 18—a discussion seemingly on individual responsibility. To get
our bearings for this discussion, we first need to look at an important statement from the
Law.

look closely
Read Exodus 34.5–7.
11. How does the LORD deal with the guilty here in the Law?

Read Ezekiel 18.1–32.
12. What three things are the people saying (18.2, 19, 25)? What does the first one (18.2) mean?

think it over
13. Is the LORD’s treatment of the guilty in this chapter different to that stated in Exodus?
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14. Consult the chart earlier in this study giving the generations of the kings of Judah. How is the
discussion in ch. 18 relevant to these kings? Of what relevance would this be for the exiles in
Babylon?

15. What does this discussion say about successive generations and sin? What does it say about
successive generations and repentance?

a responsible view
Ezekiel 18 has often been considered a turning point in the historical development of
biblical faith. It seems to move from seeing people corporately (as in Exodus) to seeing
them individually. However, this view ignores the context of ch. 18, which comes in the
middle of a section discussing the leadership of Judah (chs 17–19). The LORD has not
changed his standard from corporate responsibility to individual responsibility—both have
always been there in the Bible. For example:
•

•

•

After Israel defeated Jericho (Josh 6), Achan was guilty of hoarding some of the booty
which had been devoted to the LORD for destruction. Yet, all Israel suffered defeat
(Josh 7.4–5) and Achan’s entire family was executed along with him (Josh 7.24–26).
They were guilty by association.
Eli, the priest at Shiloh, was guilty of not stopping his two sons’ evil behaviour before
the altar of the LORD. As a result, Eli and his two sons perished. Eli’s descendants were
thereby rejected from serving at the LORD’s altar.
Saul was guilty of not obeying the LORD on a number of occasions. As a result, the LORD
anointed David as king in his place. Saul’s punishment was to die at the hands of the
Philistines, the very people he was meant to defeat. However, Saul’s sons also died
with him on the battlefield.

This notion of corporate responsibility does not sit well with us today. We have been sold
on the notions of individual rights and self-rule to the harm of the biblical picture. In
Genesis 1, God creates just one humanity (Gen 1.26). Thus, God views humans as a
collective whole: what one part does affects the whole. Yet, God did not create a group of
clones; he created a differentiated whole made up of male and female (Gen 1.27). So while
God views humanity as a collective whole, he does not overlook individuals. The Apostle
Paul uses the analogy of a body to communicate this idea to the Corinthians (1 Cor 12).
This view of humanity stems from the fact that God is Trinity. God is by nature otherperson centred. Yet, because God is Trinity, he does not need anyone else to be otherperson centred. God is in himself a communal being. The Father loves the Son (John 3.35;
5.20), and the Son loves the Father (John 14.31), and they are both united in the bond of
the Holy Spirit (John 3.34; Rom 8.9–11). This is why John can affirm that God is love (1
John 4.8, 16). As humans, however, we cannot be communal beings in and of ourselves.
We need others to do that.
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If we understand that other-person centeredness (a God-like characteristic) lies at the
heart of human existence, we will begin to understand the problem which Ezekiel 18 deals
with. The interconnection between people means that leaders will always affect the people
under their care. Also, one generation will always affect the next. Unfortunately, the
sinfulness of humanity means that this often results in harmful influence rather than good.
Yet, in spite of human sinfulness, God’s offer of forgiveness stands for every single person
and every single generation. This forgiveness is not merely a way of overcoming the
failures of the past, but also the means by which to fix things up for the future. For the
exiles with Ezekiel in Babylon, this means that the future was open to them. Although they
were guilty of sin before God and were suffering the consequences of this in exile, the sins
of their leaders and their forefathers did not prevent them from taking up God’s gracious
offer of forgiveness. The LORD was presenting them with the opportunity not only to come
into right relationship with him, but also to affect the next generation for good.
Therefore, the concern of Ezekiel 18 is not to see whether one generation suffers because
of the sins of the previous generation, but to confirm that the LORD gives every single
generation the opportunity to repent.

absorb the bible

16. How do we see the connection between the individual and the corporate today in the following
areas? What does this tell us about leadership in these areas?
a.

Marriage/Home

b.

Government

c.

Church

17. What does Ezekiel 18 have to say about:
a.

Democracy

b.

Dictatorship

c.

Monarchy
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18. ‘In Christ’ is an important concept in the New Testament. Read the following passages and
consider what light Ezekiel 18 sheds on them.
a.

Luke 24.45–47

b.

John 15.1–8

c.

Romans 12.4–5

d.

1 Corinthians 15.22

e.

Colossians 1.13–15

f.

2 John 7–11

by next study

Read Ezekiel 27–29.
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STUDY 8

The End of an Era

cracking up
Up to this point, the message of Ezekiel has been bleak. Ezekiel has been telling his
countrymen who are with him in exile that the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel (Law,
Land, Davidic Line, Temple) have major cracks in them. In Study 4, we looked at the
cracks which appeared in the ‘Temple’ pillar; in Study 5 we considered the cracks in the
‘Land’ pillar; in Study 6 we saw cracks in the ‘Law’ pillar, and in Study 7 we saw the cracks
which appeared in the royal ‘pillar’.
Ezekiel’s ministry now reaches a critical point.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 20.1–32.
1. When did Israel’s unfaithfulness begin?

2. What motivates the LORD to hold back so many times from destroying Israel?

think it over
3. Is the LORD’s motivation for holding back self-centred?
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4. What is the relationship between the LORD, Israel and the nations?

Read Ezekiel 12.21–28.
5. What is the issue behind the proverb being quoted? How does it reflect on Ezekiel? How does it
reflect on the LORD?

going potty
In Ezekiel’s second vision (chs 8–11), the LORD tells Ezekiel that the leaders in Jerusalem
were smug with confidence about their future. In Study 4, we saw that they considered
themselves to be like choice cuts of meat being preserved in a sturdy pot, while the exiles
were the unwanted off-cuts (11.2–3). Now this image comes back to haunt them.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 24.1–14.
6. What day does the LORD tell Ezekiel to mark?

7. What image does the LORD use to portray this day?
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think it over
Read 24.15–27.
8. What does this harsh episode tell us about how the exiles in Babylon viewed Jerusalem?

the times they are a-changin’
The very thing which the LORD had threatened through the prophet Ezekiel had now begun:
Jerusalem was under siege. On 5 January, 587 BC, the Babylonian army of King
Nebuchadnezzar set up a blockade around Jerusalem, cutting it off from the outside world.
The confidence of the people still in Jerusalem was being put to the test, while the exiles in
Babylon waited for news about Jerusalem’s fate.
The enormity of this situation cannot be underestimated. As the Babylonian siege
tightened, Jerusalem experienced horrific human tragedy. The Book of Lamentations
recalls just some of the horrors. Ezekiel himself had prophesied some of these atrocities:
as the city’s food supply was cut off and used up, cannibalism set in amongst the
remaining population (Ezek 5.10). The blessing of gathering as the LORD’s chosen people at
the LORD’s chosen site with the LORD’s chosen laws under the LORD’s chosen leader had now
become a monstrous curse. The House of Israel was caving in.
The spiritual tragedy cannot be underestimated either. It presented an enormous dilemma.
The LORD had made committed promises to Israel and, in the past, had come to
Jerusalem’s aid. He had even turned away the ferocious military of the Assyrian king
Sennacherib in 701 BC when all of Judah’s other cities had been overrun. Had the LORD now
changed his mind? With the desperate plight of Jerusalem’s population and the presence of
the mighty Babylonian army outside the city walls, two possible explanations arose: either
the gods of Babylon were more powerful than the LORD, or the LORD was turning his back
on Jerusalem.
Ezekiel’s second vision (chs 8–11) showed the exiles in Babylon that the LORD was
voluntarily removing his presence from Jerusalem. He was leaving his holy temple open for
destruction because his holy name had been defamed by the very people supposed to
cherish it. The LORD was so offended that he himself lay behind the Babylonian army laying
siege to the city. The question now was whether the LORD would reject the nation of Israel
altogether and choose another nation to be his own.
With this question hanging in the air, the LORD now addresses the nations around
Jerusalem.
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look closely
Read Ezekiel 25.1 – 26.6.
9. What is the common structure of the oracles against these five nations?

•
•
•
•

10. What is the result of the judgements which the LORD will execute upon these nations?

Read Ezekiel 28.20–23; 30.1–8.
11. What is the result of the judgements which the LORD will execute upon Sidon and Egypt?

but that’s only half of it…
Through Ezekiel, the LORD passes sentence over seven nations situated around Israel and
Judah. There is nothing of merit to be found in these nations. Like the city of Jerusalem,
they are full of treachery and wickedness. The most powerful of these surrounding
nations—Egypt and the prosperous city of Tyre—each receive extended treatment.
Interestingly, Babylon is missing from the list of nations condemned here. This
demonstrates that the LORD is using the Babylonians at this time to execute his judgement
on these other wicked nations (see Ezek 29.19–20). It is not that Babylon was any more
righteous than the seven nations mentioned here; it’s just that they are the LORD’s chosen
weapon to bring judgement and to vindicate his holy name.
Even more interesting is the fact that these oracles of judgement in chs 25–32 fall into two
even halves. Each half (25.1 – 28.23 and 29.1 – 32.32) is 97 verses long. Right in the
middle of it all stand three verses (28.24–26). They are in stark contrast to the verses that
bracket them.
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Map: The nations and city-states surrounding Judah. Some of these were in the LORD’s
firing line (Ezekiel 25–32).
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Read Ezekiel 28.24–26.
12. What does the future hold for the House of Israel?

13. What do these verses say about the LORD’s judgement upon the nations surrounding
Israel/Judah?

strange hope
While Ezekiel awaits news of Jerusalem’s fate, the oracles against the nations present
some kind of hope for the exiles in Babylon. The judgement to be inflicted on the
surrounding nations will actually benefit them. The LORD is not abandoning his commitment
to the House of Israel. Through the smoke of judgement, a secure future can be made out.
We should realise just how strange this might have sounded to the exiles in Babylon.
Ezekiel had been prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the nation. Yet,
here he prophesies that there is a future ahead. It was probably very confusing to his
fellow countrymen waiting for news about Jerusalem.

Read Ezekiel 33.21–33.
14. What news reaches Ezekiel?

think it over
15. What had the people who were left in Jerusalem after the first wave of exile in 597
years earlier) been saying (33.24)? What did they mean by this?

BC

(twelve
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16. What newspaper headline would you give to the fugitive’s news? What would you include in
your report?

17. What issues do the exiles in Babylon now face?

the crash
On 18 July, 586 BC, after an eighteen month siege, the Babylonian armies broke through
the walls of Jerusalem. From the prophecies of Jeremiah we know that the Babylonians
ruthlessly slaughtered people. King Zedekiah tried to beat the blockade by escaping with
some of his men through a secret passageway at night. However, the Babylonians
captured him the next morning near Jericho, some fifteen miles away. Jeremiah tells us
that Zedekiah was then taken to Nebuchadnezzar who forced him to watch the slaughter of
his own sons, as well as the slaughter or many noble Judeans. After this gruesome show,
Nebuchadnezzar had Zedekiah’s eyes plucked out, and then taken to rot in a Babylonian
prison. Ezekiel’s prophecies concerning him came true (Ezek 17.16–21).
On 15 August, 586 BC, the Babylonians pillaged the temple of the LORD and set it on fire.
The chief priests were also taken to Nebuchadnezzar and executed. The leading citizens
who remained were deported to Babylonia. Presumably it was one of these survivors who
reported the city’s fall some five months later (19 January, 585 BC).
The ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel succumbed to the cracks and the House came
crashing down. In 722 the capture of Samaria signalled the fall of the northern kingdom.
From a Jerusalem point of view, this was not surprising: the north had been an apostate
kingdom. But now Jerusalem had fallen, and everything was lost.

Jerusalem/Judah

ISRAEL
3

4

586

BC

2

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY

CITY VIEWS / 61

absorb the bible

18. Many people question the goodness of God in Ezekiel, claiming that his words and actions show
him to be cold-hearted, loveless, and cruel. In an attempt to justify God’s actions, some people
have proposed that something must be right simply because it is God who does it. Others
object to this, claiming that God acts a particular way because it is right.

Does God do
something because it
is right?

Is something right
because God does it?

What problems are there with both these lines of reasoning? Is there a solution to the problem?
Consider Romans 3.21–26 and 1 Peter 1.14–19 in your thinking.

by next study

Read Ezekiel 30–32, 35, 38–39.
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STUDY 9

House Restorations

an inquest
After a major disaster, people usually want explanations. They ask such questions as
‘Why?’ and ‘Who’s to blame?’ These must have been the questions which the latest exiles
from Jerusalem must have been asking. You will remember that Ezekiel had been
prophesying amongst the exiles who had been deported to Babylon in 597 BC. Now, twelve
years later, another wave of exiles came to Babylon. These were the people who managed
to survive the catastrophic destruction of Jerusalem. They must have been depressed and
disillusioned: they had lived through famine caused by war, the slaughter of their families
and neighbours, the capture of their beloved royal family, the destruction of their prized
temple, the collapse of their once invincible country, and their own deportation to a foreign
land.
These days, disasters such as this usually breed official inquests to uncover answers to the
hard questions. The first wave of exiles (from 597 BC) who had heard Ezekiel must have
now realised that everything he prophesied concerning Jerusalem had come true—the new
wave of exiles (586 BC) was living proof of it. In chapter 34, the LORD seems to announce
the findings of an ‘inquest’ into the fall of Jerusalem, presumably more for the benefit of
the new exiles than the old. Yet what the LORD has to say would be of interest for the old
exiles as well as the new.

shepherds
The Bible often portrays national leaders like kings, priests and prophets, as ‘shepherds’.
In this regards, the people are called ‘sheep’. The image is simple, but quite effective:
leaders should lead through protective care because people will follow wherever they are
led. In chapter 34, the LORD uses this familiar picture to present the findings of his
‘inquest’.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 34.1–10.
1. What are the LORD’s findings against the ‘shepherds of Israel’?
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2. To whom do the sheep belong?

3. What future do the ‘shepherds of Israel’ have?

4. What does the LORD promise to do?

think it over
Read Ezekiel 34.11–31.
5. Which of the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel are affected by the LORD’s words here? What
does this signify?

6. Do the LORD’s words here seem believable or unbelievable?

Read John 10.11–16.
7. How do the LORD’s words in Ezekiel help us to understand what Jesus is saying here?
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Read Ezekiel 36.16–32.
8. Which of the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel are affected by the LORD’s words here? What
does this signify?

spiritual matters
Throughout the Old Testament, the LORD gives his Spirit to specially chosen people to
enable them to perform an important task. For example, Bezalel was given the Spirit for
the purpose of manufacturing the Tabernacle in the desert (Exod 35.2–3). Moses and
seventy Israelite elders were given the Spirit for the purpose of governing the people of
Israel (Num 11.17–30). Also, the Spirit was given to Gideon to fight the Midianites who
were oppressing Israel. There are numerous other examples, too.
However, the Spirit was not given to these people as a permanent gift. For example, the
LORD revoked his Spirit from King Saul and sent an evil spirit to torment him instead (1
Sam 16.14). After King David committed adultery and murder, he begged the LORD not to
take back his Holy Spirit (Ps 51.12), presumably because he knew from Saul’s example
that the LORD could indeed revoke his Spirit.
The Old Testament, therefore, shows that God’s Spirit was not given to everyone, and it
certainly was not given in any permanent way. This understanding is typified by Moses’ cry
in Numbers 11.29: “Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would
put his Spirit on them!”

9. What is the role of water and the Spirit here (36.25–27)? How does this help understand John
3.5?

the lord’s prayer
Matthew 6.9–13
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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10. How do the LORD’s words here in Ezekiel help us to understand the Lord’s Prayer in the New
Testament?

Read Ezekiel 37.1–14.
11. Where does this vision take place (37.1)? What significance does this have? (See also 3.22–
23).

12. What does this vision reveal about the exile’s state of mind at this time? What is motivating
their comment in 37.11?

13. What is the role of Spirit in the vision?

14. What backing does the LORD give that he will actually do what the vision suggests? Why should
this be sufficient guarantee for the exiles?

15. Is this vision talking about physical resurrection?
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Read Ezekiel 37.15–28.
16. Which of the ‘four pillars’ are affected by this symbolic act?

the unthinkable
Solomon had been king of Israel at the height of Israel’s golden era. However, Solomon’s
apostasy led to the split in the kingdom. Now, however, the LORD was promising to reunite
the nation once again under one king. This was no small promise, for the northern
kingdom of Israel (also known as ‘Joseph’ or ‘Ephraim’) had been destroyed some 140
years earlier in 722 BC and its people dispersed amongst many nations with the remaining
population mixed with other ethnic groups. The southern kingdom of Judah had met its end
too, and its Davidic king was a prisoner in Babylon.
Then, the unthinkable happened. In 561 BC, some years after Ezekiel made this prophecy,
the new king of Babylon, Amel-Marduk (called ‘Evil-Merodach’ in the Bible), released
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, from prison. Jehoiachin was still dependent on the Babylonian
king, but he was once again a dignitary who was treated with respect.

17. If the first House of Israel failed and ultimately collapsed, why should anyone in Ezekiel’s day
think that a new House of Israel would succeed and endure?

The ‘Cyrus Cylinder’ (536 BC)
retells how King Cyrus of Persia
captured the city of Babylon
without a struggle. It also recalls
his decree of 538 BC allowing
previously conquered peoples to
return to their homelands and
rebuild their temples. The people
of Judah were one such people
group who benefited from this
decree.
Source: The Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Part 1, p.353.
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success or failure?
In stark contrast to the first part of Ezekiel’s ministry, the LORD now delivers a message of
hope and restoration. The nation of Israel was dead, but the LORD now promised to
resurrect it. Thoughts of a return to the land, the restoration of the Davidic monarchy, the
institution of the Law and the rebuilding of the temple were all spoken of.
The Babylonian Empire lasted little more than 70 years. In 539 BC, the city of Babylon fell
to the Persians, who were led by King Cyrus. The year after he took Babylon, Cyrus issued
a decree of repatriation which allowed all the peoples whom the Babylonians had deported
to return to their homelands and rebuild their national temples. So, many Israelites
returned to Jerusalem and began to do just that. It was the dawn of a new era.
However, not everything seemed to go according to plan. The Israelites could not set up
the Davidic monarchy because the Persian king was the ruler of the land. The heirs of the
Davidic king Jehoiachin only became ‘governors’ under the Persian king. As such, the once
divided nation of Israel could not be united again. In fact, the descendants of the northern
kingdom in Samaria, who were by now mixed with other ethnic groups, tried to undermine
the efforts of the people of Judah. Also, the area which the people of Judah were allowed to
govern under the Persians was much smaller than the land which the LORD had promised
and given to their forefathers in centuries gone by. The people of Judah were, however,
permitted to rebuild the LORD’s temple (c.516 BC) and, under the leadership of Ezra the
Scribe, the Law once again became the law of the land (458 BC). In all of this, though, the
Persians retained their overall supremacy.
This raises an important question: Did the LORD’s promises of restoration here in Ezekiel
ultimately fail? The key lies in the role of the LORD’s Spirit. The resurrection of the dry
bones was seen as the result of the Spirit’s regenerating work. The vision of the dry bones
did foreshadow the revival of the nation and a return to Jerusalem. But it did more than
that. When the exiles did return to Jerusalem in 538 BC, we are never told that the LORD
put his Spirit into the whole nation. The fact that the Israelites were unable to rebuild the
nation in all its glory shows us that the Spirit had not yet done its work of ultimate
regeneration. So while we may discern the LORD’s hand behind Cyrus’ decree allowing the
people of Judah to return home, Ezekiel’s vision of restoration was far grander than
anything Cyrus could have permitted. In other words, the promise of ultimate restoration
had not yet been fulfilled.

absorb the bible

18. Read the following passages. How do Ezekiel’s prophecies of restoration find their fulfilment?
a.

Luke 2.22–38

b.

John 14.14–19
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c.

Acts 2.1–12

d.

Acts 2.29–33

e.

Acts 8.5–8, 14-17

f.

Colossians 2.11–15

Kingdom of
David &
Solomon

Province of
Yehud
538 BC
© George Athas

c. 970 BC

© George Athas

© George Athas

Left: The extent of David and Solomon’s kingdom (c.970 BC) took in land on both sides of the
Jordan River. Their influence even extended to the north beyond Damascus. Right: When
King Cyrus the Persian allowed the people of Judah to return to their homeland in 538 BC, the
area of their land consisted only in a small area of the central highlands. Their land was
known as the Persian province of ‘Yehud’. The descendents of the Davidic royal family only
attained the rank of ‘governor’ under the Persian king, and this lasted only a few generations.
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19. How would you respond to Christians who suggest that the rise of the modern State of Israel in
1948 was a fulfilment of Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones?

by next study

Read Ezekiel 40–48. Use the diagrams in Study 10 to aid your reading.
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STUDY 10

A Grand Entry for a Grand Finale

absolutely fabulous
We have seen how after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC, the tone of Ezekiel’s ministry
changed dramatically. No longer were his prophecies all about disaster and judgement—
they were now about hope and restoration. We also saw how the nation was restored after
538 BC under King Cyrus the Persian. Yet, the prophecy of restoration still awaited a
grander fulfilment in the Lord Jesus Christ. But we need to take a step back in time again
for the last instalment of Ezekiel’s prophecies.
Back in 592 BC, Ezekiel had seen the vision of the glory of the LORD departing from the old
temple in Jerusalem (chs 8–11). In that vision, the apostasy of the leaders forced the LORD
to abandon his holy temple. His glory was pictured as riding a heavenly chariot out of the
temple grounds, and coming to rest on the mountain east of the city. The LORD left his
temple open to destruction. Six years later, it was no longer standing as the Babylonians
destroyed it along with the rest of Jerusalem.
Now, nineteen years after that vision, Ezekiel receives another vision (28 April, 573 BC).
The return to Jerusalem (538 BC) was still a far off dream. Yet, in this new vision, Ezekiel
was shown a fabulous new temple.

look closely
Read Ezekiel 40.1–4.
1. To where is Ezekiel brought? What is the name of the city?

Read Ezekiel 43.1–12.
2. How does the LORD describe this new temple?
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3. How does this vision compare to that in 10.18–19 and 11.22–23?

4. What is the LORD concerned for in these verses?

5. How are the ‘four pillars’ of the House of Israel affected in these verses?

think it over
6. What lies at the very centre of this temple compound (see diagrams in this study)? What does
this reveal about the holiness of the LORD?

Read Ezekiel 39.25–29.
7. How does the design of the temple relate to these verses?

Read Ezekiel 44.1–3; 46.1–2, 9–12.
8. Why is the eastern gate now permanently closed?
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KEY
A
B
C
D
E
F
G

Outer gates (40.5–16, 20–27)
Inner gates (40.28–37)
Altar (43.13–17)
Temple (40.48 – 41.11, 15–26)
Back building (41.12–14)
Priests’ sacred quarters (42.1-14)
Priests’ maintenance chambers (40.44–46)

H
I
J
K
L
M
N

Chamber of offerings (40.38)
Outer chambers (41.9b–10)
Thirty perimeter chambers (40.17)
Kitchens (46.19–24)
Lower pavement (40.18)
Inner court (40.44)
Outer court (40.17–19)

Adapted from a diagram by Daniel I. Block, The Book of Ezekiel: Chapter 25–48.

Diagram: Plan of the new temple as seen in Ezekiel’s vision.
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15d

15c

KEY
1
2
3
4
5

40.1–16
40.17–19
40.20–23
40.24–27
40.28–31

6
7
8
9
10

40.32–34
40.35–46
40.48–49
41.1–4
42.1–14

11
12
13
14

43.1–3
43.4–5
44.1–3
44.4

15a—d 46.19–24
16 47.1
17 47.2
18 47.3–12

Adapted from a diagram by Daniel I. Block, The Book of Ezekiel: Chapter 25–48.

Diagram: The route and stages of Ezekiel’s visionary tour of the new temple.
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9. What is the significance of calling the king by the title of ‘prince’? (cf. 43.7)

look closely
10. How far into the temple compound is the ‘prince’ allowed to go?

Above: An artist’s reconstruction of how the temple
building in Ezekiel’s vision may have looked.
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Read Ezekiel 44.15–16.
11. How far into the temple compound are the priests allowed to go? What does this reveal?

Read Ezekiel 44.23–27
12. What are the priests to do?

river of life
Just when it seems that Ezekiel has taken in all there is to see about this new temple,
something else catches his eye (47.1–12). On the southern side of the temple he sees the
source of a river. In the first temple built by Solomon, this was the area where the bronze
sea stood. This was a large water basin situated atop the statues of twelve bulls and was
there for the priests to wash and purify themselves for the LORD’s service (1 Kgs 7.23–26,
39). Now Ezekiel sees a river gushing forth and heading east out of the temple compounds.
The river gets deeper and deeper as it runs eastward until it meets the Sea of the Arabah.
Today, we know this as the Dead Sea, and it is surrounded by barren, rocky desert. The
river, however, causes life to thrive on its banks and it miraculously turns the dead, salty
waters of the sea into a freshwater wonderland.
This description reminds us of the river which flowed through the Garden of Eden (Gen
2.10–14) and provided the earth with its fertility and resources. The significance of the
river in Ezekiel is not just that it provides fertility and resources, but that it transforms the
dead landscape into a living paradise. The fact that it flows from the LORD’s temple is also
important. The temple compounds are designed to preserve and promote the holiness of
the LORD among his people. When this is achieved, blessing spills over to the rest of the
earth. So then, not only will the LORD resurrect the fortunes of his people (Ezek 37.1–14),
he will also resurrect the earth to become a source of blessing rather than frustration. The
key to all this is the holiness of the LORD among his people.

think it over
13. Read the following New Testament passages. How do they help us understand Ezekiel’s vision
of the river?
a.

John 4.13–14
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b.

John 7.37–39

c.

Romans 8.18–24a

The view westward to
the Dead Sea from the
ruins of Machaerus in
modern day Jordan.

The
view
eastward
across the barren Judean
desert near the shore of
the Dead Sea. This is the
area
which
Ezekiel
envisioned as coming to
life through the river
that flowed from the
LORD’s temple.
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a slice of heaven
The last part of Ezekiel’s vision (47.13 – 48.35) involves a new division of the Promised
Land. Back in the days of Joshua, when Israel fought to conquer the Promised Land, the
tribes of Israel were each given an allotment of land following the naturally occurring
boundaries within the terrain. Ezekiel’s vision of the allotment, though, is totally different.
Each tribe is given a neat strip of land running from west to east. In the middle of the land
is a sacred strip of land which is reserved for the temple, the priests and the prince.
The neat and orderly nature of this division highlights that the LORD is a God of order, not
of chaos. For the exiles in Babylon, this would have meant two things. Firstly, it
demonstrated the LORD’s commitment to bringing them back to their homeland. Secondly,
though, it showed them that since God was a God of order, he would one day rectify the
chaos that the House of Israel experienced throughout its history. Once again, the key
concept is the holiness of the LORD. When the LORD is rightly sanctified, blessing follows.
When the people returned to the land in 538 BC, they did not receive an allotment of land
in the way envisioned here by Ezekiel. Nor was the landscape miraculously transformed
into a fertile paradise with a high mountain at its epicentre. If you visit the land today, you
will see the terrain as it is described in the Book of Joshua, not as it is described in Ezekiel.
This highlights the fact that Ezekiel’s vision was not to be understood in a literal way, but in
a figurative way. The LORD was providing vivid pictures to help his people understand the
regenerative work that he would accomplish through his holiness. He was guaranteeing
them a slice of heaven and the opportunity to participate in his holiness. Thus, we do not
see the ultimate fulfilment of this vision with the people returning to the land of Palestine
(either in 538 BC or in AD 1948). Instead, we are driven to look for the fulfilment elsewhere.

Judah

Temple
500 x 500

Priests of
Zadok
Prince’s
Land

Prince’s
Land
Levites

10,000

5,000

10,000

4,500 x 4,500

City

Benjamin

Diagram: Plan of the holy portion of the land as seen in Ezekiel’s vision (48.8–22).
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look closely
Scan Ezekiel chs 40–48.
14. What indication is given as to who built this new temple?

15. How many times do you see the name ‘Jerusalem’?

think it over
Read Ezekiel 48.30–35.
16. What is the name given to the city? Considering the number of times that Jerusalem is
mentioned, what is the significance of this name?

absorb the bible

Read Ephesians 2.11–22.
17. The altar was the centre of the temple compound in Ezekiel’s vision. While the word ‘altar’ is
not mentioned in Ephesians 2.11-22, where do we see the ‘altar’ concept in these verses?

EZEKIEL BIBLE STUDY

CITY VIEWS / 79

Read Philippians 2.5–11.
18. Throughout Ezekiel, the LORD acts for the sake of his holy name. How does this help us
understand Philippians 2.5–11?

Read Revelation 21–22.
19. How do we explain the apparent discrepancy between the presence of a temple in Ezekiel’s
vision, and John’s observation in Revelation 21.22?

20. From what you have learned through these studies, assess the following statements.
a.

On a plaque outside a church building: “This is the House of God. Please conduct
yourself in a reverent manner.”

b.

“I’ve just gotten back from a tour of the Holy Land.”

c.

“We look forward to the time when the temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt.”

d.

“Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian.’

e.

“You don’t need to go to church in order to be a Christian.”
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“I really felt the Spirit moving during my quiet time this morning.”

the end
Ezekiel finishes on a triumphant note with the LORD dwelling amongst his people. We have
seen how through Ezekiel’s ministry, the LORD corrected the mistaken notions of his people.
They had thought that the LORD was obliged to defend Jerusalem at all cost, but the LORD
showed that he is holy and could not associate with the sin and idolatry that was prevalent
in the city. Moreover, the LORD is supremely free to act as he sees fit, and yet he is not a
fickle God who acts on a whim, but always acts in accordance with his holiness. Thus, he
did not abandon his promises to the nation of Israel. Furthermore, the LORD showed that
there was nothing inherently special about Jerusalem. Rather, Jerusalem’s privileged status
was derived from the LORD’s presence.
It was these notions that led to an anticipation of Jerusalem’s fall and a proper
understanding of why it occurred. Yet, the last part of Ezekiel’s ministry shows that the
LORD’s purposes were far in excess of anything the House of Israel could ever imagine. In
his holiness, the LORD chooses not to distance himself from people altogether, but rather to
resurrect them with his life-giving Holy Spirit. Ezekiel foresees the LORD’s great
regenerating work which we see finally accomplished in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
and his pouring out of the Holy Spirit to all who believe in him. For every believer, Ezekiel
is a reminder of the LORD’s holiness and also of his presence in the Church through his Holy
Spirit. Living as we do after the death and resurrection of Jesus, we see that the true
temple of God is the Lord Jesus Christ himself and those who participate in him through
faith.
The House of Israel did rebuild the temple in Jerusalem when they returned to their land. It
was dedicated in 516 BC. However, in accordance with Jesus’ own words (Mark 13), the
temple was once again destroyed in AD 70, this time at the hands of the Romans. Today,
we see the notion of the LORD’s temple not in a physical building. In fact, there is no longer
any need for a physical temple building, for the LORD is present in his church: the
community of men, women and children who have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit,
who have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (the one final sacrifice for sin), and who await their
final redemption on the last day when Jesus returns.

